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plants thagiow on the eg coad

IP N A Cloiche —the name means ‘Edg e ofthe

Rock’in Gaelic—sitsinabrea thtaking posi -

tion on the nor th-west coast of the | sle of

Mull, overlookingL och Tuathandthel sle of
Ulva. Only a single-tr ack road and 300 yards of
grassy field separ ate the house fromthe rock y shores
of the loch, where the rise and fall of the tide and the
ever-changingH ighland lightensuredr amatic vie ws.
The idyllic pic ture is comple ted by a garden tha tis
pack ed with awide and eclec ticr ange of plants cho -
sen for long-season interes t.

Lucy M ackenzie, a M uileach — the term used for
someone born and bred on the island — bought the
site 10 years ag o when she re turned from | taly with
her daughter Vit toria followingthedea thofherhus -
band. “I boughtas teeply sloping plot with nothing
except a ruined both y and star ted from there,” she
says. “In | taly | missed the green f ields and wanted
toreturntom yroots.”

She lived f irst in the south and spent holida  ys on
Mull, as she look ed after Vit toria. H er daughter is now
24 and a talented three-da y eventrider , whoisrep -
resenting | talyinthe Bei jing Olympics on her horse,
Rock M odel.

Preparing forherne wlifeonM ull, she s tudied for
a City and Guilds qualif ication in hor tic ulture and
spent three years working in a nurser y garden. “|
wanted to gain all the e xperience | could be fore
star ting m y own garden and nurser y. Once Vit toria
was independent, | moved toM  ull permanently .”

Heraimwastodemons tr ate the wider ange of dif -
ferentplantstha tgrowonthewes tcoast.“M ymoth -
er had a wonder ful garden here on M ull, but it was
a typical glen garden tha t was chie fly planted with
mar vellous species rhododendrons,” she sa ys. “Lik e
somany onthewes tcoast, it was a spring garden and
look ed a bit forlorn la  ter in the year .” She also feels
that smaller gardens can be over whelmed by larg e
rhododendrons and wanted to of ~ fer an alterna tive.

The both y was demolished and replaced byane w
house, which blends so well into its surroundings tha t
people of ten assume it has been there for 100 years.
The stones provided ma terial for the boundar y and
retainingwalls. T he latter crea te planting areas on the
steep slope — “the wonk y ones built by me”. With
unflag ging energ y and de termina tion, she reclaimed
theland, hackinga way atthe br ackenandwhinstha t
cover the hillside. “T  he whins self-seed e verywhere
—the y are much worse than mus  tard and cress.”

Aboe: the geenhous is an elemt aluminiumisicture. Right:

fork handles hide among alliugngk font poch d the hous

The garden e volved without a f irm plan. “ tis
neither a designed nor a fashionable garden. | t has
grown in response to the landscape andtheac  quisi -
tion of plantstha tlcannotresis t." T heresultingla y-
out includes an informal la  wn back ed by compac t
shrubs, a formal potag er and a tin y orchard. A ne t-
work of pa ths cross apic turesque burn and wind up
the hill be tween beds of plants and shrub-planted
slopestoaseatingareaa tthetop. T helatterhasstun -
ning vie wstowardsthe T reshnish | slands tothe wes t
and Ben M ore to the eas t.

The only nod to formalit y is the symme trical
potag er. Itis divided into four beds edg  ed with chives
andfilled withveg etables such as celeriac, salsif yand
scorzoner a, as well as more usual peas, le ttuce and
courg ettes. Tomatoes are grown in a greenhouse, an
elegantaluminiums truc ture. | tisguar anteed agains t
the gales and Luc y’'s “main e xtr avagance —a present
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‘It is neither a designed nor a
fashionableagden. t has gown in
response to the landscape and the
aguisition of plants tha cannot esis’
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tom yself". H eated to a minimum of 6°C in winter Jit
is a useful place to escape from lashing winterr  ain
and where she spends man 'y hours propaga ting .

She is passiona te about beachcombing and sal -
vaging treasures, and herf  inds ha ve dic tated theirreg -
ularla yout of beds and pa ths. Quirk y pieces of drif t-
wood collec ted from the beach shape ne wly planned
beds, accent corners and crea te focal points. Plant
labels are made fromr  azor shells and smaller pieces
of drif twood, and she mak es cards and other cr aft
items to sell in her tin  y shop.

“l use drif twood and reclaimed ma terials around

Top: the grden eerlools loch Tiah and the Isle @ha. left: a home-made rsaic gble. Abee
from lef: saxifage gows in a ®ne plardr; plant labels amade &m small piexs d driftwood.
Belav: the gmmetrical pager is divided intbeds edzyl with ibwering chies and marids
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the garden, par tly because the yintegr ate withthe sur -
roundings and par tly because | feel these bits of
metal —such as beds teads and gr ates—are par tof our
heritag e and should notbe throwna way. They mak e
great borders and edging ma terials.”

Bags of seaweed are dr agged back from the shore
and added to home-made compos t and a supply of
local manure to enrich the basicallyg ~ ood soil. L aven-
der P ekin bantams roam freely — “with their fea thery
legs, the y can't sc uff too much”.

AtLipnaC loiche, the slope ensuresg ood dr ainag e,
the garden is almos t fros t-free and, despite its ver 'y
exposed position, mos  t plants thrive in the damp mild
clima te, including Pit tosporumtobir a, echiums, teu -
criums and Sollyahe teroph ylla. At the top of the hill
— which is reached by a gr avel path punc tuated by
benches —she s e xperimenting withlit  tle-used v ari -
eties of wind-hardy shrubs, such as br  achyglot tis,
ozothamnus, eur yops and lesser-known olearias.

Gardening on M ull is much more fun than gar -
dening in Rome, she sa ys.

“T here | gardened on a small scale, butitis so hot
inthe summertha tyou are alwa yswatering , and by
the end of M ay the countr yside is brown and burnt.

In Scotland plants flower for much long er.lalways
yearned to come back oneda y."

She won't be g oing to H ong K ong to wa tch Vit to-
ria in the Olympics, she sa ys. “Sadly it's too far , too
expensive and too hot,” she sa ys. “ButI'llcer tainly be
gluedtoatele vision, althoughldon'tha veone-oth -
erwise I'dne verhavetimetodoalllha vetodo here!”

Many of Luc y’s homegrown plants are for sale in
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Abore: eclaimed met ring inegete with theetaining alls

the nurser y beside the house. “All the plants | sell are
propaga ted from those growing in the garden, so vis -
itors can see wha tthe y are lik e when the y mature.”
The garden and nurser y are open e very day.
Entr ance is free, although there is a voluntar  y col-
lection bo x.“T he proceeds g o to suppor tlocal youth
work on the island,” she sa  ys.
Lucy Macknzie, Lip na Cloiche aUgrry Mull, R73 61U
(01688 50@57 07789 275713 lipnacloiche @bnbetcom,
wwwlipnacloicheo.uk
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NE 6the geat thing about

growing pur avn \eg is thait

forces pu b respect it mer

when gu ae moking and
eating it. Bopleénd b be poud dtheir
own podue, and as tlyegin
confdene in the grden, thg qain
confdene in the kihen.

They ae bringingariey inb their
lives and challenging thetss b @ok
with whais in sason. Br eample,
cabtages ae loed ly gardening cols
mote than nonagdening ools,
passibly becaestheg knev hav the
were gown and thechee which
varieties@ gow — thg canade the
flavours.

That is na to sy tha its na had
work ocasionallyith all theain laely
the veeds a& gowing frong and
healthy, and hee b be kpt dovn.
Despi¢ the ain, be caful b vater
regularlyas a light sher, rather than a
deep saking, will only emsage small
surfiee ods, when whaou vant ae
deep arth-penetting ods.

Hanever smallgur @rden, itis a
good ide b build aempat heap.
Some ouncils pvide ompat bins. If

nd, you can immrise — disusd @llets
tied bgether mak ueful onines.

Some byour letuces ma hae
boled, ® pull thes up and put them in
your @mpat heap. Continue fpick
those tha hae nd, along with bas
and pas. ¥u can atslit main-cop
paatoes, onions and aas nav
Mined boad bans with a tie saled
buter ae the ase d summer

You might atsmnsider drying or
freezing herbsou hae gown — pu can
put them in ktes d oil b gie specit
flavours. Impess pur friendsyberving
thes favoured oils with homemade
bread b dip in as an appetis

Continueatow cabbges and
spinach, and plant outsbgou hae
hadened ff. Rotect cabbges fom
buterfies ly covering them with a light
protectie fee@. In acuple émonths,
you will betsaming them lightly and
serving them with lambsagsg home-
grown ed onions andsemary or mint
sau@, and sauring thedwouss.
Judith Dunlop grows cut flowers
organically, which are for sale in Elie,
north-east Fife
(judithdunlop@hotmail.com)
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